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My 1965 GTO 
By Doug Wollgast 

 I can say that my affection for cars has always centered around (A 
body) Pontiacs, but my favorite is the 1965 GTO.  If it was up to me, my 
first car would have been a 1965 GTO, but my dad wouldn’t put his bless-
ing on a Tri-Power, 4-speed 389 with me being a 15 year old kid.  My “first 
car” designation belongs to a 1965 326 Le Mans, cameo ivory hardtop with 
a dark blue interior.  It was a very nice car and I have great memories of dad 
and I working to restore it.  A couple years later dad relented and I had my 
first GTO – a 1967 – which I still have.  During the time I owned the Le 
mans I had become friends with fellow Gateway GTO member John 
Novelli.  We met each other at a Cecil Whittaker’s Pizza car cruise in Belle-
fontaine Neighbors.   John was my main source for parts and information 
and advice about GTO’s.  John also was the source for lots of GTO’s for me 
to look over – as he bought and sold many over the years.  My favorite was 
his 1965 reef turquoise sport coupe.   The least produced sedan body style 
was my favorite along with the green/blue color of the turquoise paint and 
interior.  I am sure it was this car’s colors that formed my preference for 
these colors that I still have today.  The other mandatory features that I be-
lieved must accompany the rigid sport coupe body – Tri-Power, 4-speed and 
3:55 saf-t-trak rear end were all there as well.  As an added bonus - the car 
also had a rally gauge cluster, AM/FM radio and reverb. 

 John purchased this car in the mid 1980’s from a guy in Jefferson 
City Missouri that had it brought up by a car dealer friend from Arizona.  
John recalls that the guy had requested his pal to just find him a really nice 
“sports car”.   He showed up with this GTO on a trailer.   At that time the 
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car was a 30000 mile original paint car.  John’s 
cars usually changed pretty regularly (as they 
do still) but he was partial to the coupe and it 
stayed with him for quite a few years.  John 
raced the car on occasion and his best time was 
13.10 at over 100 mph in the quarter.  When he 
sold it in the late 1990’s it went to a collector 
in Ohio who had the faded original paint 
stripped and nicely repainted.  He then later 
sold the GTO to Doug Reno, in Indiana, who I 

ultimately purchased it from in 2009.  Having 
missed the first opportunity to buy the car from 
John - due to lack of funds, I was fortunate to 
have a second chance – and I took it! 

 The car was a very nice car that 
showed very well – and I was content to leave 
it that way.  Things changed in 2011 when I 
broke second gear in the transmission.  Pulling 
the transmission ultimately led to me pulling 
the entire frame and drive train for a “frame 

off” restoration.  
Since the car was 
an Arizona car it 
was very nice – but 
I wanted it to be 
“like new” and have 
it concourse judged.  
Doug Reno had put 
it thru the con-
course judging in 
around 2007 or 
2008 and scored a 
silver after driving 
the car to the show 
in the rain.  With 
the help of John 
Novelli and Ray 
Mansering, I re-
stored the entire 
chassis to like new 

GTO of the Month 
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condition.  This meant full dis-assembly, glass 
beading, plating and painting everything down 

to the last nut and bolt.  As a machinist by 
trade, I am used to paying attention to detail 

and tried to do everything 
like the factory would have 
built the car in Fremont 
Califonia in late December 
1964.  After completing the 
car in 2012 I was ready for 
the nationals!  I was able to 
attend the 2013 co-vention 
in Ohio where the GTO 
received a Concourse Gold 
award in both the POCI 
and the GTOAA.   The 
GTO was also featured in 
both the GTOAA Legend 
magazine and the POCI 
Smoke Signals magazine. 

GTO of the Month 
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The Presidents Scoop 
  By Kerry Friedman 

The 2015 Car Show Season is over. I personally went to fewer shows than I have since 
I finally had my car back together and on the road. You ask why? Well one reason is that I 
have been traveling for my job more than I have had planned. New projects with deadlines 
and new products with technical issues, different installers that have not had the experience 
that others have. Does that sound like putting a new digital electronic instrument in your old 
analog car? You bet. Same issues. So when I get home from a week or few days dealing with 
these things, I just want to stay home and do nothing. If I do go to a show or some car event, 
the first thing I have to do is get the Goat out and wash it. That doesn’t sound like fun. So, 
most of this summer, I have simply used the California Duster and then the Maguire’s De-
tailer. The car looks great when it shines in the sun, but am I damaging the finish? Why don’t 
I put the cover on the car when I bring it home from an event? How about a New Year’s 
Resolution? 

 

Nominations for Gateway GTO Officers were opened at the September Regular Meet-
ing, and brought up at the October and November meetings. To nominate someone, send an 
email to Will Bowers at WWBDSB@YAHOO.COM.COM. Nominations close at the end of 
November, so if you have a nomination do it soon. Ballots will be in this newsletter, and in a 
special email. Votes shall be turned in to Will by December 1, so that the results can be an-
nounced at the Christmas Party on December 5. The current Officers have agreed to run for 
another term, and have been nominated. So if you have approved of the Officer’s job for the 
last two years, then vote for them again. 

 

The last regular Gateway GTO meeting of 2015 was held on Thursday, November 5, 
at The Sport’s Café, in Bridgeton. We had a Guest Speaker on Medicare and Supplemental 
Insurance. Since a lot of us are getting to that Age, it was very informative and interesting. 
Elliot Cytron was also there and gave a wrap up of the 2015 Wheels In Motion. Although we 
did not raise as much as last year, $13,000 was the amount that will go to the Nation Chil-
dren’s Cancer Society. If anyone has ideas our knows someone that would come to one of our 
meetings next year to present a topic or item, please let me know and we’ll get it on the 
agenda. 

 

Coming up in December we have the annual XMAS Party, Racing to the Holidays at 
the Barn in Webster. New games are in store and the usual Rob Your Neighbor gift exchange 
will be held. 

 

Get your reservations in to Will Bowers 
by the 28th of November. We will have a great 
meal and plenty of desserts. 

 

Coming up in January, we’ll have our an-
nual pizza party at Pirrone’s Pizza in Florissant. If 
we don’t see you at the Party, be sure and Have a 
Safe, Healthy and Happy Holiday Season. 

 

Presidents Scoop 

mailto:WWBDSB@YAHOO.COM.COM�
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GGTOA 
Minutes: 10/5/2015 

 

7:02PM – Meeting start – No new members 
present 

Guest Speakers – Eliot Cytron spoke about the 
Wheels in Motion car show. He said that, with 
all donations they made $13,000 for the char-
ity. The February trivia night will also donate 
20% of it's proceeds to Wheels in Motion. 

Earl Lewis brought in a Certificate of Appre-
ciation from the Cottleville, thanking us for 
our participation in their car show 

7:12 - Stacey Haberstroh from Senior Insur-
ance Concepts talked about Medicare and In-
surance 

7:49 – Tom Oxler talked about the annual St. 
Theresa's toy drive. 

7:51 – Old Business – Tom Oxler spoke about 
the Lebanon Cruise. Everyone had a great 
time. Even Mark Melrose, who apparently be-
came paralyzed and then got better (ask him 
about it). 

7:54 – Earl Lewis spoke about the Cottleville 
car show. It had approximately 130 cars. He 
also discussed about getting the club into the 
Cottleville St. Patricks Day Parade next year. 

7:58 – New Business – Nominations for club 
officers has been open since the October meet-
ing. The newsletter will have a ballot if there 
are any nominations. All current officers have 
said that they are willing to run for another 
term. 

8:00 – Kerry Friedman talked about planning 
meetings for next year and membership renew-
als. Dues are still $35 total for both Gateway 
and GTOAA membership. Please get renewals 
in as soon as possible. 

8:03 – Tom Oxler mentioned that the club 

raised $17,000 for the Pontiac Museum. He 
said that there is a possibility that some of the 
other car clubs may co-sponsor the trophies for 
next year. 

8:05 – Upcoming events – 

12/5 – Annual Gateway GTO Christmas Party 
at Webster Groves Barn. $15 per person, $25 
per couple. Please have reservations in by No-
vember 25th. Send check to Will Bowers. 

1/10 or 1/17 – Annual Pizza Party to be held at 
Pirrone's Pizza, 1775 Washington Street., Flor-
risant. 

2/19 – Classic Car Trivia at Moolah Shrine, 
12545 Fee Fee Rd. $20 per person, in teams of 
8. Reserve by February 12th. We should have 
enough people for 2 tables worth. Please send 
money in to Will. 

8:08 – GTOAA – Tom Oxler talked about con-
tinuing the "Refer a Friend" program. 

8:10 – Tom Oxler gave an update on the 2017 
Nationals planning. We are looking for sugges-
tions for phrases or sayings that we can use on 
the back of the worker shirts. We need mem-
bers who are attending the Washington meet 
next year to help out with Gateway Nationals 
Table. We need sponsors for the 2017 show, 
any help or input would be appreciated. The 
next planning meeting is on January 6th. 

8:20 – Kerry Friedman encouraged everyone 
to attend the Washington show. 

8:22 – Club Personals – Tom Fox's Grand-
mother passed away. Both of Kerry's sons re-
cently had surgery and are doing ok. 

8:25 – Motion to adjourn by Earl Lewis, sec-
onded by Tom Oxler 

50/50 of $25 won by Marty 
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2017 will be here before we know it.  As we prepare to host the GTOAA convention, 
Tom Oxler has put together a tentative set of committee assignment.  These are intended as a 
starting point, so please take a look at your assignment and if you would prefer to be in a differ-
ent group, please let us know. 

Convention Corner 

HOTEL 
Chair 
Mark Melrose 
314-968-3106 
mjmelrose@aol.com 

Denny Gunn 
Harry Smelcer 
Dave Island 

Paul Kondrick 

Committee Members 

ACTIVITIES 
 
Chair 
Terry Schott 
636-273-6313 
tschott@kelpe.com 

Gail Schott 
Earl & Barb Lewis 
Marty Howard 
Leroy & Debbie Brune 
John Folluo 

Brian Ray 
Bill Craft 
Jim Mutz 
Annette Morton 
Donna Bowers 

Committee Members 

CAR SHOW/TECH/
LOT 

 
Chair 
Frank Chapman 
618-523-4636 
cchapman7328@att.net 

Committee Members 

REGISTRATION 

 
Chair 
Chris Winslow 
636-939-2770 
chriswinslow@charter.net 

Terrie Oxler 
Tod Lieble 
Brian & Amy O'Sullivan 
Paula Winslow 
Jim & Mary McCarthy 
Mary Ann Ray 

Darrell & Tootie  May 
John & Linda Kehrein 
Andrew O'Sullivan 
Mike & Maggie Wilson 
Bev Mayweather 
 

Committee Members 

VENDORS/SWAP 
MEET 
 
Chair 
Will Bowers 
618-656-1899 
wwbdsb@yahoo.com 

Cecil Morton 
Chris Simmons 
John Novelli 
Doug Wollgast 
Craig Glen 

Jeff Heinie 
Jeff Homsher 
John Rolfes 
Roger Maczura 

Committee Members 

SPONSORS/
SPEAKERS 
 
Chair 
John Johnson 
573-581-8013 
johnjohn@midamerica.net 

Jon Havens 
Bob Blattel 
Dave Huesgen 
Jim Moran 
Jim Kiburz 

Danny Schmidt 
Charley & Jeanne Simpson 
Carl Thoenen 
Scott Brandt 
Scott Hudler 

Committee Members 

Harry Timmerman 
Lucas Hedrick 
John Taylor 
Terry Schneider 
Pat Garvey 
Joe Mayweather 
Bill Hargrave 

Tony Bezzole 
Rich Vie 
Mike McNeal 
Dan Jackson 
Jeff Bond 
Ken Boyer 
Larry Frederick 

John Hunt 
John Lally 
Brian Lavac 
George Jeter 
Tom Fox 

mailto:mjmelrose@aol.com�
mailto:tschott@kelpe.com�
mailto:cchapman7328@att.net�
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net�
mailto:wwbdsb@yahoo.com�
mailto:johnjohn@midamerica.net�
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Gateway Girls: 
 
At our convention in 2017 we will have an indoor parking lot 
party complete with a 9-piece band.  The party will be called 
“Its My Party” with a sock hop theme.  We are going to en-
courage each chapter to choose an era, 1950s, 1960s, 1970s, 
1980s, and dress accordingly. 
 
The Gateway Activities Committee has chosen the 1950s era, 
so poodle skirts are in order for the girls.  Barb Lewis has gra-
ciously volunteered to make the skirts for $20 and we can or-
der black GTO pink rhinestone shirts through the club store 
for $24.  If you want to order a poodle skirt contact Barb 636-
219-4936 or Gail Schott 314-952-9832 with size (waist measure-
ments so material can be purchased.  Work has already be-
gun on the skirts. 

Convention Corner 
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Convention Corner 

2017 Nats Work Shirt Contest 
 

For the 2017 Nats, Gateway GTO will be supplying our club workforce with T-Shirts.  The 
front of the shirt will have Brian O’Sullivan’s great logo for the event.  For the back we are 
looking for something more creative than “Staff”.  For example, this year at the Nats the shirt’s 
said “Goat Herder” on the back.   
 
Gateway GTO members are invited to come up with suggestions.  We will look at all of them 
and the officers will pick a winner.  The winner will receive their 2016 Gateway GTO Member-
ship dues paid for by the club.  All entries are due by Jan 1st.  The winner will be announced at 
the Pizza Party in January. 
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Gateway GTO Activities 

Route 66 Cruise to Lebanon Mo 
By Terrie Oxler 

 
 

On a beautiful Saturday, October  
24 ,  10 GTOs and 2 personal vehicles 
gathered at the Route 66 State Park for 
a weekend cruise on the Mother Road 
to Lebanon, Missouri, the destination 
being the Munger Moss Motel.   A 
quick stop at the World’s Largest 
Rocking Chair provided another picture 
perfect backdrop for the GTOs.  We 
arrived for lunch at the Elbow Inn at 
Devil’s Elbow, MO.  The Elbow Inn is 
known for its “bra ceiling” and not to 
be outdone, the Gateway GTO Club 
left two token bras with the club mono-
gram courtesy of Barb Lewis and 
Donna Bowers and Mr. GTO had the 
honor of removing Barb’s bra and sta-
pling it to the ceiling.  Next to the El-
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bow Inn is an old steel truss 
bridge which crosses the 
Big Piney River and dates 
back to the early days of 
Route 66.  Thanks to our 
club photographer, some 
great pictures of the goats 
crossing the bridge were 
obtained.  

The cruise continued 
on to the Munger Moss des-
tination.  We checked in 
with Ramona Lehman who 

with her husband has 
owned the iconic motel 
since 1971.  Then the 
“tour” began with every-
one’s rooms noting blue 
toilets, blue tubs and tile 
and the Oxler’s room 
which was decorated with 
Route 66 memorabilia.  
Ramona took us on a tour 
of one of the original 
Munger Moss rooms dating 
back to the late 1940’s.  
She also showed us one of 
the “year round” rooms 
they rent which really help 
them survive the winter 

months when travelers are scarce. 

Dinner was at Mr. T’s Redneck Steakhouse where the 
group was given a private room and most of us enjoyed steak 
and prime rib dinners.   

Back to the motel and gathering around the fire pit for a 
game of Catch Phrase.  This is a game where you must get your 
team to name the word or thing that pops up on the game dis-
play without actually saying the name or thing.  We had a great 
time watching Chris Winslow try to get his team to say “Sperm 
Whale.”  Popcorn was provided by the Schotts and of course 
some beer and wine was served.  Three “tiger girls” got their 
share of laughs (see picture).   

Gateway GTO Activities 
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Gateway GTO Activities 

The cruise was uneventful, no breakdowns, but a “close call” for one member as he 
thought he was paralyzed when trying to stop his GTO from hitting a pole in the motel parking 
lot and could not move his foot to use the brake.  Good news  - he was not paralyzed, just a 
shoelace caught in the door, but bad news is that the bumper of his GTO hit the pole and did 
some damage to the new paint job.   

Fay’s Diner was the perfect place for Sunday morning breakfast.  As expected, the décor 
was Route 66 memorabilia and license plates since we were on the Gateway GTO Club Route 
66 Cruise.   
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Gateway GTO Activities 
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Gateway GTO Activities 
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Calling all owners of 1966 and 2006 GTO’s! 
 

This year, in celebration of: 
50th Anniversary of the 1966 GTO 
10th Anniversary of the 2006 GTO 

 
The Hoodscoop will be featuring Car of the Month articles on the 

anniversary years 
 

If you own one of these special cars, please get to work on your arti-
cle(s) and get them to Chris Winslow 

 

Year Of The 5’s 
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Still looking for a 2005 Automatic Car - All other slots have been filled 
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To access form from  GatewayGTO.com, click below 
 http://www.gatewaygto.org/clubpoints.html 

http://www.gatewaygto.org/clubpoints.html�
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 2015/2016 GATEWAY GTO 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
December 
 
 5 - Gateway GTO Annual Christmas Party (CLUB SPONSORED) 
 
January 
 
 17 - Pizza Party at Pirrone’s Pizza, 1775 Washington Street, Florissant MO 63033 1-4  
 
February 
 
 4 - GTO MEETING 7PM at Sports Café (CLUB SPONSORED) 
 12 - Classic Car Trivia Night at Moolah Shrine 12545 Fee Fee Road from 7:00 to 11:00 (CLUB  
  SPONSORED) 
 
March 
 
 3 - GTO MEETING 7PM at Sports Café (CLUB SPONSORED) 
 27 - Easter Car Show at the Muny Upper Lot (Details to follow) 
 
April 
 
 7 - GTO MEETING 7PM at Sports Café (CLUB SPONSORED) 
 
 
 
 

SEE THE FULL CALENDAR AT WWW.GATEWAYGTO.ORG 
 

 
Wanted:  Running Pontiac V-8 (prefer 400 or 455) to put in 69 GTO project as interim motor.    
johnjohn@midamerica.net 573-581-8013 
 
Wanted:  ‘69 light-weight front end parts.    
johnjohn@midamerica.net 573-581-8013 
 
Wanted:  ‘70 GTO decent used or better original RED interior pieces.    
johnjohn@midamerica.net 573-581-8013 
 
 
 
 

Gateway GTO Classifieds 

http://www.gatewaygto.org/�
mailto:johnjohn@midamerica.net�
mailto:johnjohn@midamerica.net�
mailto:johnjohn@midamerica.net�
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GATEWAY GTO 30th ANNIVERSARY  
TEE SHIRTS 

 
Gray;      S-XL  $14      2X-3X  $16 
White;   S-XL  $13      2X-3X  $15 

Shirts are available for purchase at club functions or 
contact Kerry Friedman 
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Sales: 888-672-2855  
Service: 888-672-2856  

Parts: 888-672-2855 

Gateway Buick GMC serving 
the St. Louis area 

OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 

820 James S. McDonnell Blvd 
Hazelwood MO 63042 

www.stlouisbuickgmc.com 

http://www.stlouisbuickgmc.com�


THE HOOD SCOOP       27 

 



THE HOOD SCOOP       28 

 

CAR 

Auto ● Home ●Life●Business 
1309 Caulks Hill Rd 
St. Charles, MO 63304 
Bus: 636-926-3333 ER#: 636-219-4932 
Fax: 636-441-2482 

elewis@farmersagent.com 

Very Safe IRA’s and Roth IRA’s  Also Rollovers 
www.farmersagent.com/elewis/ 

Earl has been serving the insurance industry for 30+ years. 
Service and advice is his #1 priority. 

Call Earl today and you could save up to 65% on your auto and home. 

LIFE 

HOME 

BUSINESS 

126 Afshari Drive 
Florissant, MO 63034 

jfhavens@sbcglobal.net 

(314) 838-5533 
 
 

Jon’s Tri-Power Service 
 
 
 

Jon F. Havens 
Mary Ann Havens 
Owners 

13  Shamblin Dr. 
Florissant, MO 63034 

(314) 496-7368 
 
 

Jonathan’s Q Jet Service 
 
 
 

 
 
Jonathan Havens 

mailto:elewis@farmersagent.com�
http://www.farmersagent.com/elewis/�
mailto:jfhavens@sbcglobal.net�
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GATEWAY GTO ASSOCIATION OFFICERS  

President  Vice President Mo  
Kerry Friedman Terry Schott 
11580 State Road WW 18903 Saint Albans Road 
Dittmer, MO 63023 Glencoe, MO 63038 
573-678-2353 636-273-6313 
kerry63023@yahoo.com tschott@kelpe.com 
Vice President IL.  Treasurer 
Frank Chapman  Will Bowers  
10120 Hickory Lane  #1 Goshen Woods  
Bartelso, IL 62218  Edwardsville IL. 62025      
618-523-4636  618-791-3110 
cchapman7328@att.net  wwbdsb@yahoo.com   
Secretary  GTOAA Chapter Rep. 
Brian O’Sullivan  Steve Hedrick  
10537 St. Phillip Lane 3676 Morgan Way  
St. Anne, MO 63074  Imperial MO 63152      
314-2257240 636-942-4020  
bosullivan@hunter.com shedrick@aol.com  
Photo Album Editor  Club Events Chairman  
Terrie Oxler Marty Howard  
450 Muirfield Dr.  7 Newcastle CT  
St. Charles MO 63304  St. Charles MO 63301      
636-928-5548  636-724-8641  
toxler@prodigy.net  nycgto@att.net   
Web Newsletter Editor  
Chris Winslow  Chris Winslow  
44 Marcus Drive  44 Marcus Drive  
St. Peters MO 63376  St. Peters MO 63376      
636-939-2770  636-939-2770  
chriswinslow@charter.net  chriswinslow@charter.net  
Charity Chairman  Photographer  
Bob Blattel  Chris Winslow  
4564 Austin Knoll Court  44 Marcus Drive  
St. Charles MO 63304  St. Peters MO 63376      
636-441-3141  636-937-2770  
bob@blattels.com chriswinslow@charter.net  

Gateway GTO Association Photo Album 

If you have photos of past events or if you take pic-
tures of future events that you think would be good 
for our Photo Album, please send them to the 
newsletter editor.  

The Hood Scoop is  published as an informative 
news bulletin to keep our members up to date on 
past,  present,  and future events.  

Advertising rates are:  

$100 – Full page (Color or Black and White) ad in 
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your 
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to 
your website from our Related Website Link space. 

$50 – ½ page (Color or Black and White) ad in our 
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your 
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to 
your website from our Related Website Link space. 

$25 – Business Card (Color or Black and White) ad 
in our monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 
months, your logo on our Website Sponsor page, 
and a link to your website from our Related Web-
site Link space. 

Advertising Guidelines  

Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members; add 10 
cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is due 
upon submission. (members need to update ads at 3 month 
intervals or ads will be dropped). Classified ads up to 50 
words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.  

Gateway GTO Club Information  

The Gateway GTO Association was initially formed in the 
summer of 1984 by a group of seven. They all had a com-
mon interest in the Original Muscle Car, the Pontiac GTO.  
As a form of communication we publish a monthly newslet-
ter called “The Hood Scoop”.  The purpose of this newslet-
ter is to keep our members informed of all upcoming activi-
ties as well as providing interesting event coverage. The club 
meets every first Thursday of the month at Sports Café 3579 
Pennridge Dr, Bridgeton, MO 63044 

Membership dues are $35.00 per year and all renewals 
are required to be paid by December 31st. You are al-
lowed to have one associate member.  

Club Sponsor 

As a Gateway GTO member please consider joining the 
GTO Association of America 

The Gateway GTO Association 
 is an official chapter of the  

GTO Association of America 
www.gtoaa.org 

Visit us at 
www.gatewaygto.org or 
www.gatewaygto.com 

 

mailto:kerry63023@yahoo.com�
mailto:tschott@kelpe.com�
mailto:cchapman7328@att.net�
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44 Marcus Drive 
St. Peters, MO 63376 
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